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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

AGDA-A (M) (30 Jun 71) FOR OT UT 71B025 19 July 1971

SUBJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report: BG John G. Hill, CG,

lst Brigade, 5th Infantry Divisdon, Period 30 June 1970

thru 18 May 1971 (U)
THIS DUCUMENT CUN'A'RS INSURMATION AFFS i
JEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES v b
ESPIONAGE LAWS, TINL
TS TRANSMISSION OR 'HE REVE
ANY MANNER JO AN UNAUTHURIZLD PLRSON 'S PROH U BY LAW”

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. Reference: AR 1-26, dated 4 November 1966, Subject; Senior Officer
Debriefing Program (U).

2. Transmitted herewith is the report of BG John G. Hill, subject as
above.

AD516498

3. This report is provided to insure appropriate benefits are realized
from the experiences of the author. The report should be reviewed in
accordance with paragraphs 3 and 5, AR 1-26; however, it should not be

any agency of the Department of the Army.

4. Information of actions initiated under provisions of AR 1-26, as a
result of subject report, should be provided to the Assistant Chief of
Staff for Force Development, ATTN: FOR OT UT within 90 days of receipt
of covering letter. :

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARM% .

‘ VERNE L', BOWERS
Lidne . Major General, USA
e The Adjutant General
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Commanding Generals D D C
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US Army Combat Developments Command 'T—]_‘G\E—""ﬂ mE‘_j

US Army Materiel Command U .h
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US Army Command and General Staff College L‘jL_UjL:L[ U Lt__‘h,

US Army Air Defense School D

US Army Armor School

US Army Aviation School

US Ammy Chenical School Regraded unclassified when separated
bl Syt gL from classified inclosure.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS. UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96373

AVHDO-DO 9 JUN 1971

SUBJECT: Senlor Officer Debriefing Report -
BG John G. Hill

Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D. C. 20310

1. Inclosed are three coples of the Senlior Officer Debriefing Report
prepared by BG John G. Hill., The report covers the period 30 June 1970
thru 18 May 1971 during which time BG Hill served as Commanding General,
lst Brigade, 5th Infantry Division.

2. BG Hill is recommended as a guest speaker at appropriate schools
and joint colleges.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Incl M

as (Trip) E :

2 cys w/d HQ DA G |
Asslbulul AUJ\--dul Uencral

Regraded unclassified when separated
from classified inclosure
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CONFIDENTIAL

DZPARTMINT OF Tii2 ARMY
HQ, lst Infantry Brigude, S5th Infumtry Divisioa (Mach)
Canmp Red Devil
APO San Franciaco 96477

AVBL~CG 18 May 1972
SUBJECTs Senior Officer Debriefing Report (U)

Camending Genercl

United States ingy, Vietnam
ATTY: AVHDO-DO

APO San Francisco 96375

Cowmntry: =Repuolic of Vietnan

Debrief bys:s B3Brigadier Gereral John G. xun, Jre

Duty Assignment: Comnanding General, lst Brigade, Sth Infantry Division
(Yechanized)

Inclusive Datest 30 Juno 1970 = 18 May 1972

Dave of Rspurt: 10 May 1571

1. (C) The following is submittod in accordance with the provisions of
AR 1-26 and U3ARV Reg 1-3, Senior Officer Debriefing Reporte

2. (C) GINERAL.

a. The brigade, officially degignated es the 13t 3rigade of the Sth
Infantry Division (Mechandged), functioned as an independent brigade,
directly subordinate to XXIV Corps, and conducted operations in Quang Tri
Provinze during my tenure of services A troop list is included as ANNEX A.

be A brief descrintion of the area of operations is included as
ANNEX B. Operaticas have beca ccaductad on all ty spes of torrain from the
flat tide lands along the South China Sea to tho east, throughcut the
Pledmont in the centor and in the nountaincus terrain in and around the
Xhe Sanh Flatean to the Laos=Vietnam Border in the west.

¢s During the report period, Operation Green River was terminated;
Operaticn tioife jountaln was indiilated and terminated; Crovration Lam Son
719 wvas initiated and terminated and Qperation Montana Mustang was initie
ateds Two fire support bases -- Al and C2 ~~ along the DifZ and two combat

FOR OT UT :
718025 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Inclosure DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

CONFIDENTIAL DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVBL-CO 18 ¥ay 1971
SBUBJ:CTs Sendior Officer Dobriefing Report (V)

basss, uang Trd and Long !a, vere coatliinously oocuyied by alazcnts of
the Rricxlee. Othar firy eupvort basua ware atrendluinsd wul oocunied

hy elaments of 4ho brizada and mumad oy reqalred o support off counbat
oparationse The brirsade gonducted uallateral and comodinad o .craticas

in cooperation &l coordintion with bolll ALVH and rugdowd Jcrccae Daye
toeday gmll urit ooceratlons were coniucted arcund rovulullon centers and
alonr the DVZ, v.ere recurring enasny countusly reguirad c¢ontin.oun
artiliery and ulr supporce Zxtensive runpes patrols, ir covilyy recoxitde
saance and survoillance flights were conducted deily L0 wotact and interw
dict enemy infiltretica in the Recwn Zcnes RNecamuissunce in force,
oporutions and <rtiilery ridds, were conlucted intu Uie Recen Lous wiaen
aisndricant tarsets prescated thaesedves. Cf gpeclal signdficsncs was
Operatim Lam San 719 during which the brigade opened Hishwey QLG end
secured Quanz Irdi Province west €0 the laoseVietnun border in support of
ARVY cross=bordar opsratdaui, ANHIEX Ce

3. (C) sSix Cormand Progcronde

Based on an initde) estinate of the brigade and cdiscussicis with iacime
bont ccorranders, six cormand rrorans wore ingtituted which were desirmed
to focus attention on those arces walch I cesivred io vspilsizce Tha 2ix
carmend vrocrana e2re Mscinline and Horale; Seikll Ualt Tactlosy iascurces
Yanerazent; Maintenances Levelomment of lostenases and vietnonizaticne
The prorams overlap in cortain areas and are mutually supporiling, s.e
& facilities Loproved, so did maintonalce, &s siop sceces wera added or

srevode

ke (U) DNiscipline and Morede, Vhiie this progzrexa wag the kaystoas of

the entire eifert, the myjority of technitues &ixi subeprograns arc in
gonarc) use end nog unlouo to thls convinde 4V wiculd be notud, Licwevery
that disciplinary neastres were tled directly W covlbal reguiraients to
increase the poldierts wxerastanding and accoptunza ol the nsede  Fud
exarnle; wifere diacinlina emphasised the wearing ol the stould lLisliist sad
inspectiong were centeread on combet reaciness inspecticny of unlta pregaying
to move to the ficld,

5¢ {C) Small Unit Tacticme In addition to unit tradndng progress, widl
achools, a critiquo procram, and similar activitieu, illuve devolopoenia
rorit apeclal comnant,

ae Modificaticn of Machanized Tactics and Loadse Analyvois 0f meciow
nizsad opsarations showed that tne rajority of injurieca werw sugidined vy
rarammal who vaere riding an top of the tracksd veuicie where taer wew
€xp0524 To gaall arms fire end fragmnts from detonating RiGls, mcrtars,

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBL-CO 18 ¥ay 1972
SUBJECTs Sandor 0fficer Debriefing Report (V)

and mines. Additional injuriez were also sustained when personnel were
throwm from the track when it executed & quick turn or & sudden stop,
detornated & mine, or encountered a gudden dip in the terrain. The
majority of these injuries cculd have been prevented had the personnsl
been riding inside the MII3A1's and takcn advantage cf the protectiom
afforded by the alu:inuwa hull which does not spall, the belly armor which
reduces mine damuge, and the built-in hand holdss In addition, the
danger of fuel fires is negated by the diessl enginses. Accordingly, the
policy of riding inside armored vohicles was enforced. Since only four
men can ficht fram the }113A) cargo hatch, the eleven man infantry

squads were too lurge for & =in;:le carrier, Accordingly, the Brigade's
ML13A1 asaets wore redistributed and the mechinized rifle platoon
organizod into & command elerment and five rifle squads. This reorpanigas
tion porritted the entire squad = wehiclo commander, driver, and four
riflenon = to ride rrotected irnside the F113il. With two 7.62rm and one
«50 cal nachine sun on each M213Al, a weapona squad was not required.
This reorganized, sixe-vehicle platoon, provides & modbile, highly flexihle,
wall protected, heavily amed unit, which is capable of providing a dise
mounted force of 30 men to closo on an objective most effectively.

h. Condust of Comhat Adw Aceanlta. Corbat asesnlta normally nrovids
successive fire on the L2 by TAC AIR or artillery fallowed by ARA., This
use of ARA does not add sipnificant fire powsr, rrecludes evaluation of

the effcctivensss of the preparatory fires prior to the entry of liftships
on short final and may result in landing on & hot LZ. Unless the terrain
is so "critical® as to Justify the acceptance of the increased risk of

hizh cagualties, assanlts into “cold® LZ's are aluays the preforred course
of action. In Quanz Tri Province, very little of the terrain is considered
critical enough to justify the risk of taking high casualtiese As a result,
tho tactic used in the Brizade was to immediatsly follow the TAC AIR or
artildlery prep with a recomaissance of the 1Z using a scout teanm fram the
air cav troope In addition to rroviding a trained observer with covering
fire to ovaluate tho success of ths prep, this techniqus rermits the coomander
to exercise several opticns prior to the entry of the liftshirs on short
£inal when they are rmost vulnerable, If the prep wes successiul,

the camander can 1lond the force as plannedy if the prep wes marginally
successful and a dezree of resistance remaing, the scout cen identify

the pockets of resistance and direct additional eir, artillery or ARA

to neutralize them,if heavy resistance is encountered, then the dscision

to either rofire a rore oxtensive proparation or divert to an alternate 1I
can be madoe The value of this tactic was proved on at least two occasions
durins Operation Lem Son 719, when after a haavy yrep of the 12, the scout
toan detectad an anti-nireraft ambueh which vas etill effectives Although
the scout tean eufferad casualtiea, the 1ift ships were diveited and come
pleted a succesaful zzsault on &n alternate 12,

3
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AVHT-CO 18 May 1971
SUWECTs Senior Officer Debriefing Rsport (U)

Ce The Murineer=lavalry Read Pullding Teume 7The requirement for oone
struction and irmprovine roads thraun unsecured sreas required the
formation of meclianized endneerscavalry yoed building teams, conegisting
senemilly ef o armoivd cavalyy platoon and enyincer pluitoon witi one or
two bulldazsroce ALl perzemnel cxcent the bullcouer opureiors wsre mounted
in NM13AMMs ur MSS115, This rtrotacted road brtlcdize vemnm was capsule of
ojarating in &reas where enemy aotivity and oxirumaes of graces and terrain
precluded normal rvad pnilcing oporationse 1Hs tesm organiusiion
apuraximately dounled tho road construction eupunility of the caibat eagineer
companye Dluring Operation Lam dum 719, nearly o0 kilametors of road were
constructed over terrain vhers there had besn no previows veilcular trafflac.
Particularly nctable was tha construction of Pad Urvil lond, throush WA
Onsretionsl srea = 23,5 Lilomaters ovar oliy vbesac soil & razated by rain e
from Fu9 Rllict te Khe Sarh in 10 davse I &dciticn to truversine
arrrorinately tventy stresrs and rorshy areas and aporaximately three
kilcmoters o1 cense forust, the initizl seven kilwuouers of x=c Devil Road
were constructes cver torrtin with & verticel rise of L2 actors and &
meximam grace of 278,

6. (0) Feacurce Momapenent, Ufforts to insure tiet all resources wers
trought to bacy on the fvicale rissicng, Inaluded mersurce o coordirate
the intelliponce effort, to frwrove tha scout dop availeblility, to
incrcese cantrel over miniticns srverwiiiures, nd nany others. Au one
eample, the reszults obteined in reducing the vee of Bicn cost sirp
trensrortation by substituting surface transport are chovm du SHEEX D,

A deseriztion of tuwo ghonsas neesssary to irprove conmunicatiion procedurse
s 2t ANEX F.

7. (€) Haintcnanioe

a, Orcendzation of mintanance Sudperts Analysis of the rainvenance
situation pointod towarcs inexpsriensed perascnnel, rorte snortases and
parzinal facilities, Accordingly, it wus decidad <o build competency &t
cozveny leval in operater/erew meinteparce ond to ¢oansolicdats orzariszsational
1erair, schedulad maintensnce and parts supply et batialion leval &t tha
fixed facilities et Quanz Tri and Dong Ha Combud lusege pach pitoon was
aggioned 4 rwchenic and eccin line coaneny retodied & recovery carebiiitye
Adl other maintepanse yerconeel and equinment vers consolicatsd at
battalion lavel, which provided a centralized yool of sidlls and supplies;
resulting in & much imcroved msintenance situaticn owverall. Rurthar, air
transportaticn, when available,percitied the 1lifting of ecuipmeny and parts
quickly to forward sitess

s Scheduled Mainte:wiicae 3pecific shop apicos were dudicated to
Q-3ervice poriomminces Ochiedules wure agjustod to pormdt sach platoen

4
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AVP1~CO 16 May 1971
SURJECT: Senior Officer Debriefing Report (U)

es a ult to heve a one~-wrek maintenance period for this service. In
addition to preserving unit interrity, this allowed madntenance to be
candusted under the direct control of the unit lcuders, standurdized
Qescervices with adequate cuality contral, and provided additicial aeintoe
nanco training for the crawae Also prograzmed wes a 2h=36 hour raintee
nance pariod for each company/troop every seven dayse During this period,
naterial ad persdiel maintenuince was condugcuod ill & BECUXd uldde

¢s Direot Support Maintenance. Tho direct support maintcnsance
philosopiyy wus vo provids raximum customsr aervicaes In spive uf the lack
of appropriatedy sxillad peruonel end repair parss, the Orijadels 231,
through internal recrganization, irrroved procedures, and reorianization of
worx achedules, wuze ables to sucport equipmsnt donsities in excess of rated
copabilitieds For uxamplie, ths track and whogled vshicle ruralr sactions,
supported & 157 ovarloads the generctor renair section, a 1003 overload
and the radar repair section, organized vo suppore 22 radar cets, supported
48 setse In koeping with this philosoohy of maximum customor service, the
D3U accented all equipmant for rapair regardless of its conditicn of
organizational repair, and whan required, performed maintenance telow
thair echalon of surncort: Unesita venriva wera aicrhanised srd hesvy nes

was nade of [ISU contact teams, often air transportnd to forward areass

de Operaticna Researche In Joptanber, 1970, tiue Hrigede ndertock
an experimant ty applying business adrinistration/operations rascarch
techniquas to naintenancaes A toan of ono officer awxd ons enlisited
agalotant, permancnoly essiimed to this duty, provided statistics suca &g
& moatnly YDeadiine Index of srimary Syuteas for Combat Tracik Vehicles®
and & "ajor Compcnent Usage Distrivution Report, chowing actual major
compenent usase for comdat vehicles par month por 1000 riles, and did one
site work analysise. These reporte facilitated review and evaluation,
rosulting in irproved quelity control and better supervision.

6. Supply. In spite of continued efforts iy the cormend and the
supporting corcands, the pacrts supply system was not abls to mset actual
noedse Comyand enphasis on controlled substitution and crosse-lsveling of
parts betwoan undts significantly ruduced the number of deadline dayse
Analyzis shoved that fedlure to use controlled sutstituticn and grogse
Jevaling of parts would have increased tha dnrzdline oi' Mhdrig by a
Lactor of 2.7, of ¥551 '8 by 2 ractor of 2.4 and Mil3A1ts by & 16ctor of S.

8. (C) Daveloment of Fost-3ase. ‘hile funding and consiruction cone
atraints linmdted large scale cfforts, some inprovorents were made
enghasising solfehielre A examplor, rocda wmma vrgvreded, concreto mainttw
nance rada ware poured, a now X end two central and two remote trailore
type snaok bars were opeued, the Crafts Shop uas eir conditioned (renording

5
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AV2AL-CO 18 1y 197
SUBJSCTs Senior Officer Debriefing Report (U)

a threefold incroase in utilisaticn), and the library was also air cone
ditionod and doubled its holdingse

9« (C) Vietnamization. The drigsde cantinued to maintain close and
cordial relations wita botn lst ARVA dvision () and Quang Tri Frovines
0ffioialy, the two major Viatnamese nhezdauarters in Quang Tri. The LY/PF
Sohool, inaugurated in tovember, 19069, continued to operate, with
instriction tailored to ihe noods of tiio Province Chirfe The Srigede also
continued to conduct combined and coordinated overations with ARVH and
Provinco Forcease The exrerience has increesed thuir aggressivensss and
villinsness to conduct opcrations outsice the security of populated areas
and fire bases. Two additional tyraining prograns were instituted during
this periode A raintenance (WY propram for Vietnsuese perscnnoel wag
started on 10 Octoder 1970, by the Lrigacets Suport tatialicn. Oy

3 Decemver 1970, tne program complectod Lie training of 2L sen - slx a9
organisational redio wepalrran, two as office machiie repairren, eight

as second echulon amall amms rooairman and edght &8 seccald coheion whee
vehicle mechanics (one~quarters to five ton trucks), & few of whom wers
oapable of third echelon maintenance. In November, 1570, the Sensor Janfusion
Prosrem war jointiy planned snd tetudated fo provica for Lha Vistnardisation
of vhe Bass Il Sensor Arvgralie fue program ervisicened Lbe wilning of
four officers, two NCG's and twamtyesix ealisted san during a tvelvs nonth
poriode iMited vtutes personnel &re baodng decreased 48 ARV personuel are
adcode

10e (C) (onclusicae The key to most of ths elifcris and problews in this
report is inproved discipling at all levels and more professionalisnm in
leaderships whothor effort is directed At better gjuad tuciics, batter
parts supply, botter relations with the Vietnamsse, botter caxro of the
individual soldior or other objectives, & nore exact parforacnce by people
is esseutiel to progress.

Comimanding

MIEXESs
A =« Troop Iist
B « Area of Oparations
0 » Summary of OPIRATICN LaM SN 719
D « Comparison of Monthly Tomnages of
Jupply Transported by Holicopters
E « Signal

6
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ANNEX A (TROOP LIST) to Semior Officer Debriefing Report, B0 John Ge Hill, Jre,

18 iy 1971

CONFIBENTIAL

’

The following units sorved with and were aszigned to the lst Brigade, Sth
Infentry Divieion (Mechanized) during the entire reporting period, except

&s noted.

REC, lst Bde, Sth Iaf Div (M)

lst ®n, 1lth In?

ist Bn, 6lst Inf (M)

lst ™, 77th Am

3d Sqdn, 5th Cavl

Sth B, Lth Arty (155-5P)
Co P, 75th Infantry (Fanger)
A Troop, Ltk Sqdn, 12th Cav
Co A, 7th Engincers (Cbt)
295th S4znel Co

75th Spt = (C3)

h3rd Scout Dog FIL

Det 2/744 PSYOFS T?

L48th Ablic Information Det2
86th ol Det,

LO7th Padio Resezrch Det?
S17th i1 Intel Det®

TACP, Det 205, 20th TASS, USAF
Co C, 2nd Ba, 3uth Armd

Lth M, 2nd Inf®

34 Bn, 107tk Ifd

st Sqdn, lot Cav (~air Cav Trp)®

16t M, 62nd Arty (135-1)°

NOT=Ss

1. This squadron was originally attached withozt 4te Air Cuv Trocpe.
C Troop, 3=17th Cav originally OPCON %o Brigads, was redesigneted
D Treop and assigned to 3«5 Cav in February 1971. The entire
pquadron renains attached to the Brigadee

2+ Attached during entire period.

3. OPCU! during entire period.

ke Deotached, Decorber 1970.

S5« OPCON during OPZRATION LAM SN 719.

A-7
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Az B (AREA OF OPFPATIONS) to Senior Officer Dsbricfing Report, B John Qe
lﬂll. Jro. 18 W 1971

The arwa of oreretions of the lrigade exterds westuard from tho densely
haditated goastal plasn along the South China Sea through the sparsely
habitated ro:ling hills of the riednont to rugyed unpopulatod mountudng
around the Khe Sanh Flatean and alcng the Laotian Border. o

Northe3outh throurh the ar~a, et the base of ths foothills, QL1
coonects the principle cities, Dong Ha and Quang T:d, with the rest aof
Vietran. The Cua Viet !iver connests Clel and llogg Ha with the cowst
and is the only principle water route tircugi ths Cousta) Plain. . Two
routes run wost from Qle). through the Picdnent. FProm Cueng Iri City,
the Quang 1xd River flows west tarough the ia Long Valley end “‘eiminctes
in tho Kha Sanh Flatecue Tho Cam lo River and QI~? run nerzlilel »nd
wostward fram Dong Ha tirough the tirst rance of mountains vhere (L9
turms south to the Quang Tl Piver and continuns on west to the laotian
Bordere Muming southoast from the Xhe Sanh Flatean is the Ia rong
River Valleye (App 1)

The vecetation followa the populations Alonp the coast there are caly
& fowr gardan plots tucked axong the sand dunes. alonz the coastzl plainas
there ars >ich fields of rics, & forr verstshle plots ond very 2ittle wild
EPOsiie  TRo junplie tosing a4t Ui Miedmanu, with gleaved areas where rioce
and vepatables are srovm,  Further wast the thick seccondery rcrovih -ives
wey to the primary junsles Operations idn the area &ve significanily
affected by the vegetation, habitetion and terrzin. . o

= - - -

Incls 1 & 2 to App l'show jonaralisod Prigeds Anezs of Operatici.

8.8
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. CONFIDENTIAL

ANYEX C (SUMMARY OF OPTRATIQN LAM SON T19) to Senior Officer Debriefing
Roport, BG John @, Hill, JTey 18 May 1970

The Brigade's particination in Operation Lam Son 719 was essentially a
four phascd oneration. Fhass I3 Attack west to secure and open (QL-9 and
saize and secure ths airfisld and surroundins area at Xhe Sanh. Fhase It
Conduct a mobile defense of the Khe Sanh arca and assist ths passege of
RYIAF forces to the west. Phase IIX: Continue Phase II and conduct
operations to dostroy the ensmy in Western Quang Trl Province. Phase IV:
As3sist 4n tho retrogrado of RVN and US forces to the east, sand on order,
close at Quang Tri Combat Base.

Phase I was initiated on 29 January 1971 with the conduct of an artillery
raid to F338 Vendsrgrift to preposition forcea for & coordinated attack to
the west. On 300001H January 1971, engineer elements accompanied by a troop
of dismounted cavalry began to infiltrate westward on QL~9 « axis of the
main attack « to prepositicn work parties who began operations at first light
to improve QL-9 from Ca Lu to the Sanh. Simultaneocusly, a cavalry tesk
force accompanied by engineer = cavalry road building teams conducted a
secondary attack in north central Quang Tri Frovince and initiated construce
tion of what was to be xown &8 Red Pevil Road. At daybreak on 30 Jenuary,
two infantry battalions ware combat &ssaulted into selected airneeds to
ssize and secure key terrain along QL-9 betwecn Ca Iu and Khe Sanh. A

Uidrd dnfantry batialicn £ollowcd by enpinesrs was zombat aseaunlted into

an airnead at the Khe Sanh Airstrip, the link-up of forces in the scuth
was completed on 31 Jeanuary 1571, and Qi=9 was opened to Khs Sanh., The
cavalry tasx force in the north continued to make satisfactory progresse
On 01 February, l-1 Cev Squadron attacked soutiwest along Q-9 and by 05
February had sccured border crossing sites along the laos~Vietnam Bordere

Fhase II-ITI was initliated on 07 February 1971. Br gade elements were
continually rcpositioned and successfully conducted & rovile cefense &cross
an area approximately 50 km by 20 km to secure Route 9, the Khe Sanh supply
arsa and tire Ca Lu sucrply arcae. On or about 09 February 1971, ARVN forces
began to cross the border into Laos in ferce. The Brigade continued its
missipn and assisted the crossing of ARVE troops. Cavelry elercais re-
inforced by &ir mobile infantry in hich terrain were used to screen the
northern and southern flank of the Brigade AO. Infantry elements continued
day to day small unit saturation patrol operations througnout the iripgace AQ.
Air cavalry and Ranger elements continued surveillance &nd interdiction
operations on liksly avenues of epprozch beyond the ground screene Un
locating en enemy {orce, elcrents reinforced to fix the enemy with rfire
povwer being used for his destruction. mRigincer efforts continued during
this period to include the construction of ited Dsvil Drive from Khe Sanh
west to Hill 960 and numerous other rosds and tsnk trails in western Juang
Tri Province. Red Devil Foad which wvas comleted on or about U9 February
as well as Hecd Devil Drive were upgraded to sugport wheel vehidele tralfice
On 03 March 1971, OFCON of an armor Battalion Task Force was releasad to
the 3»d Bde, 10ls} Abn Div (AYBL) along with vesponsibility for the Ca Lu area.
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CONFIDENTIAL

ANEX C (SUMIATY OF OPIRATION IAM SON T19) to Senior Officer Debrieling /6

Report, BO John Q. B:lll, Jrey 18 May 1971

Phase IV wos inftiated on or ahout 16 tarch. Tiw arnor Duttelion Task
Force previcusly relsased to tho 3rd Bde, 101st 2bn Div (AMDL) returned to
Brigede control, then attacled south along U5 to relieve 1) Cav Sqdn in
plage and breqx up an VA attempt to interdict the road., Cn 26 March,
the control of ons Cuv Squedron and one Infantry Rettalion and responcitility
for Q=9 to Fhe Sanh weg passed to the 1lth brirade, During thir period,
the brigade egsisted 4n tho reentry of NVNAP forces from L2o3 into Vietname
The brignde also providad the covering force es FEVHAT end U3 forces relanloyed
from vestern Quang Tri Province and retired to Home Station by 08 Lpril 1971.

A mech infentyy tack force fxom the brigade waa placed OFCCN to the
102st Abn Div (AISL) during Operation Lam Son 719 for the conduct of operstions
&lang the DMZe

The success of the oporation is maasured br the rapidity with which
the route to the weat wes opaned, tho inability cf tho enemy despite
regirental slze attacks to cut loute 9 and impere the supnly es'fard, the
denia) to the enexy of the abiiity to put effective indirect Ifire on the
supply base and the interception of lds ground attemsts to penstrate the

3 e n Py Py ) & & Py Y
SCreen and KnoK S8 the Suprly toco Ny snppor nbieclk,

NOTES: Additional detaile cen be obtained by ecnsulting Combat Operaticns
After Action Report, Lam Son 719, 29 January i971 to 08 April 1971,
submitied by the lst Brigade, 5th Difuntry Division (Mecharized)(SECRET).
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CONFIDENTIAL

ANEX D (COMPARISCN OF MONTHLY TOMMNAOLS OF SUPPLY TRANSPORTED BY HELICOPTER)
to Senior Officer Dedriefing Report, B2 John G Hill, Jre, 18 My 19716

:
P2

fuo i

YOT=Ss @- Mongoon Rains limit available fiying timee
@- In mupport of A £ive Bu equivalent foroag.
@ - 1n support of a nine Bu equivalent forve
9- Pariod of high intensity air mobile operations.
# « Includes retrograde operations at end of LAM SON 719. Supported

force reduced from nine to five battalion equivalents after
08 April 1971
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CONFIDENTIAL

AMNEX E (SIGNAL) to Senior Officer Debriefing Report, HG John G. Hill, Jr.,
18 May 1971

Two changes which improved commnications are discussed below.

A, Tandem Use of HATT and 55D Netse. Tha brigade is currently
authorized the one-way, reversadbles, CoC 12 RATT eets. This gives no
provision for stations with high precedence trarfis to interrupt a staticn
sending lower precedencs traffic. This deflciency wase overcoms by colocating
the Air Pequest et (SSB) equipment with the PATT to provide full duplex
volce capabllity to control the traffic flow over the RATT naot. ‘The 83B
subsystem was also dssignated as the alternate Brigade canmand net because
of ite extended ranrse Tue high traffic handiing capacity, extendad range
ard security of this tanden system made it the most important means of
communications 4n the brirzde. The utility of thls system was especially
noted during Operation Lam Son 719 when extended distances between bripece
elements made the RATT/SSB system the only fest and secure means of
comrunications to the battziicnse.

be UH? for Battalion Alrcrart Control. Ths brigade is authorized
AN/VRC 2L and AN/PRC Ll UEF radios, orizinally intended for use im cone
trolling tactical air strixes. The attacament of a USAF TACP reduced the
need for this ret and the system fell into disuse. Inspite of probleus
With supply &vd repair parts, ths systom was revived to provide each
battalion with its own air control nete Prior to this revival, battalion
vomnanders denended on their FM comriand net to control both their grcund
manuever elenents and tneir supporting aircrafy which resulted in cluttered
command communicai.ions as more elemonts « TAC Air, gunships, air cav and
additional sround units « entered thz net. Encegements where available
UKP resources wore utilised proved that this system increesed the ccamarders
capability to control his forces.
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